Use of complement inhibitors in tissue injury.
A great deal of information has accumulated implicating the complement system in several human disease processes. Although some of this information is circumstantial, protein inhibitors of the complement system have been developed and applied successfully to experimental disease models in animals. Two inhibitors, soluble complement receptor 1 (sCR1) and anti-C5 monoclonal antibody, are now being investigated in a variety of clinical conditions such as systemic lupus erythematosus and rheumatoid arthritis (RA), diseases for which current therapy has changed little and remains unsatisfactory. Preliminary successes in Phase II clinical trials of RA have provided optimism that complement inhibition might prove useful in these diseases and become part of standard medical therapy.